
Libraries
join autism
story time

LAUREN MARTYN-JONES
EDUCATION REPORTER

BRISBANE libraries will begin trialling 
autism-friendly story-time sessions in a bid
to boost the early literacy skills of children
with ASD.

Libraries in the city offer free nursery
rhyme and story time programs for babies, 
toddlers and preschoolers, but for children 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder, the 
experience can be overwhelming.

Marleen Westerveld, a project leader 
with Autism CRC, said research indicates
30 to 60 per cent of children with autism
will experience literacy difficulties. 

“That is why initiatives such as autism-
friendly story time sessions in libraries are
so important – they help set the foundation 
for early literacy skills and encourage a love
of books and reading,” Dr Westerveld said.

Autism CRC has partnered with Griffith
University and Brisbane City Council to

begin a pilot program offering autism-
friendly story time at Ashgrove Library
from next month.

Libraries will also receive a sensory
checklist so the story time space can 
become a more relaxing environment for 
autistic children, including by creating quiet 
spaces and training librarians to better
recognise signs of sensory overload.

Jess Odenbreit, whose eight-year-old son
Byron (pictured below) was diagnosed with
autism when he was three, said a diagnosis 
of ASD can be socially isolating. “We 
know how important reading and
story time is for language
development, but it is not just
that, it is also getting 
out and doing 
something social
and meeting up 
with other
parents,”
she said.

Page 1 of 1

03 Jun 2018
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Brisbane

Author: Lauren Martyn-Jones • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item
Audience : 289,888 • Page: 60 • Printed size: 267.00cm² • Market: QLD
Country: Australia • ASR: AUD 8,676 • words: 233 • Item ID: 963563152

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.


